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The Forum for American/Chinese 
Exchange at Stanford (FACES) is an 
international organization based at 
Stanford University that is dedicated to 
bettering U.S.-China relations. Together 
with our Chinese chapters at Peking 
(Beijing), Renmin, Fudan, and Zhejiang 
Universities, we represent a global 
network of professionals, scholars, and 
leaders who are shaping their respective 
fields in the United States and China. 

Since 2001, our beliefs have motivated 
us to organize numerous events in the 
two countries – the core of which is our 

FACES Annual Conference. Every year, 
we rethink what our mission means 
under the ever-changing context of U.S.-
China relations and seek to empower 
our delegates to exchange in the most 
meaningful way based on such new 
understandings. We meticulously design 
a program consisting of one conference 
at Stanford and another at one of our 
chapters in China for forty promising 
delegates from around the world.  These 
conferences provide forums for 
delegates to exchange ideas and learn, 
both academically and personally.

We believe that the U.S.-China relationship is built by people. We believe that the differences 
that divide us – as people and as nations – with mistrust and misunderstanding can be 
transformed through intellectual, academic, and interpersonal exchange; that we can 
inspire and empower a new generation to take these differences as a source of strength and 
creativity, and to take the building of the U.S.-China relationship as their lifelong endeavor.
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THE 2016-17 FACES conference celebrates the 15th 
anniversary of this organization — an important 
milestone reminding us of the entire generation 
that FACES has nourished since its inception.  

IN THESE 15 YEARS, FACES has borne witness to 
many vicissitudes of U.S.-China relations. The web 
of relationships connecting our nations from 
across the Pacific has developed, and FACES is 
adapting to these developments while preserving 
our core mission of facilitating exchange between 
the two countries. 

THIS YEAR, under the sponsorship of Stanford’s 
Freeman Spogli Institute (FSI), one of the world’s 
foremost institutes for research on international 
issues, FACES is striving to build stronger 
connections with our Chinese chapters at Peking, 
Zhejiang, Renmin, and Fudan Universities. The 
Stanford FACES team and our Chinese chapters 
are also working together to organize local FACES 
alumni gatherings and mentorship programs. By 
utilizing local knowledge, we believe that we will 
be able to nurture a truly intergenerational FACES 
family that spans the globe.  

BUT MOST IMPORTANTLY, the FACES annual 
conference, and the new personal friendships 
formed at the conference, remains our core 
tradition. This year, we received applications from 
16 different countries, and the carefully selected 
delegates represented diversity in its truest sense 
— not only of ethnicity or academic background, 
but also in terms of thoughts and values. Instead of 

shying away from these differences, however, we 
confronted them in the most direct way. By the 
Book created spaces for the delegates to examine 
how they received information that defined their 
impression of their countries. The Crisis 
Simulation pushed them to reach a solution to a 
South China Sea emergency through negotiation 
and cooperation. At the end of the day, despite 
their different ideologies, our delegates could 
engage in meaningful dialogues. They listened and 
understood each other. 

OVER THE PAST 15 YEARS, the dynamics between the 
U.S. and China have only grown in importance. 
Furthermore, the recent U.S. election and the 
uncertainty it has produced has strengthened our 
belief in the importance of forging deep, personal 
ties between future leaders of both countries that 
can endure. Therefore, the impact we are casting is 
not only global in scope, but also historically 
significant. We are optimistic that as the newest 
class of FACES delegates joins this community that 
defies cultural, national, and socioeconomic 
barriers, we, the U.S. and China, will be brought 
one step closer to mutual understanding.

LETTER FROM FACES
 

Dear Honorable Max Baucus: 

!e Forum for American/Chinese Exchange at Stanford (FACES) would like to cordially invite you 
to speak at your alma mater. Founded in 2001, FACES comprises an international network of 
students united in promoting understanding between future leaders in the United States and China. 

Each year, our group organizes a two-session annual conference, one at Stanford University, the 
other at Peking University in China. Our conference brings outstanding student delegates and 
speakers from around the world to engage in discussions on issues of long-lasting impact regarding 
U.S.-China relations. Our previous speakers include President George H.W. Bush and Chinese 
Foreign Minister Yang Jiechi. !e upcoming conference will be held at Stanford from October 8th 
to 10th, and we would be honored to have you as a distinguished speaker. 

We are confident that your insights will provide an invaluable perspective for FACES delegates and 
the larger Stanford community. Your extensive experiences on U.S.-China relations, such as efforts 
to strengthen trade ties, make you a perfect speaker for us. We have no doubt that our delegates 
would all benefit greatly from hearing your thoughts on the future of U.S.-China bilateral relations. 

In addition, we are working with the Freeman Spogli Institute of International Studies (FSI) here at 
Stanford, to which FACES is affiliated, to organize a reception with other distinguished speakers 
and faculty members — including Ambassador Michael McFaul — and, if you are interested, a small 
dinner discussion with student leaders and organizations.  

We completely understand that you might be otherwise occupied with your work, but if you are 
interested, please let us know, and we will do our best to accommodate your schedule. In the 
meantime, we invite you to take a look at our last year’s Fall Conference Report (bit.do/FACES) as 
well as our website (faces.stanford.edu), and please feel free to let us know if you have any 
questions.  

!ank you very much for your consideration! We look forward to hearing from you. 

Yours sincerely,

August 7, 2015 
John Roos 
120 Fallen Leaf Drive 
Hillsborough, CA  
94010-6919 

Dear Honorable John Roos: 

On behalf of the Forum for American/Chinese Exchange at Stanford (FACES), I would like 
to cordially invite you to speak at your alma mater. Founded in 2001, FACES comprises an 
international network of students united in promoting understanding between future 
leaders in China and the United States.  

Each year, our group puts on two annual conferences, one at Stanford University, the other 
at Peking University, in China. In each conference, we bring speakers from around the 
world to an on-campus discussion on current affairs and issues of long-lasting impacts on 
U.S-China/East Asian relations. We are confident that our speakers’ insights will provide a 
valuable perspective for FACES delegates and the larger Stanford community.  

One of our topics this year is the changing dynamics of Sino-Japanese diplomacy. We 
believe that your ambassadorship experience and your diplomatic acumen reflected in the 
initiatives you have taken during the historical regime transition and the unfolding ups and 
downs of China-Japan relations make you a perfect speaker for us. I have no doubt that we 
would all benefit greatly from hearing your thoughts on the future of U.S.-China-Japan 
trilateral relations. Furthermore, I think you will find at Stanford an audience keenly 
interested in your insights and excited at the chance to engage with you.  

I hope that you are able to come speak on campus as a guest of FACES this October at 
Stanford. The conference will take place from the 8th to 12th, with most of our academic 
programming scheduled between the 9th and 11th. We would like to have you speak one of 
those days. In addition to hosting your lecture, we would be happy to organize a reception 
and a small dinner discussion with student leaders and organizations.  

We completely understand that you might be otherwise occupied with your work, but if you 
are interested, please let us know, and we will do our best to accommodate your schedule. 
Once we hear back from you, we can immediately begin working on the technical details 
and will keep you updated.  

Thank you very much for your consideration. I look forward to hearing from you soon. 

Sincerely, 
      
Qitong Cao 
Director of Programming, Stanford FACES 
qitong@stanford.edu, 1-650-285-7138

 
 Forum for American/Chinese Exchange at Stanford  

Dear Professor Fukuyama: 

  
!e Forum for American/Chinese Exchange at Stanford (FACES) would like to cordially invite 
you to speak at the opening ceremony of our flagship conference this autumn.  

Founded in 2001, FACES comprises an international network of students united in promoting 
understanding between future leaders in China and the United States. Each year, our group 
organizes a two-session annual conference, one at Stanford University, the other at Peking 
University in China. Our conference brings outstanding student delegates and speakers from 
around the world to engage in discussions on issues of long-lasting impact regarding U.S.-
China relations. !e opening ceremony of our upcoming fall conference will be held at 
Stanford on October 8th, and we would be honored if you could join us as a distinguished 
speaker. 

We are deeply impressed with your tremendous academic achievements on the study of 
governance. We firmly believe that your interaction with FACES delegates will enable and 
encourage these future leaders from China and America to be$er understand the different 
dimensions of political development as well as the similarities and differences of American and 
Chinese governance. Your talk will allow our delegates to develop a more tangible 
understanding of U.S.-China relations from an institutional perspective, which will help them 
to be$er promote communication between China and the U.S. in their career and their life.  

We completely understand that you might be otherwise occupied with your work, but if you 
are interested, please let us know, and we will do our best to accommodate your schedule. In 
the meantime, we invite you to take a look at our last year’s Fall Conference Report (bit.do/
FACES) as well as our website (faces.stanford.edu/who-we-are), and please feel free to let us 
know if you have any questions.  

!ank you very much for your consideration! We look forward to hearing from you soon.  
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and a small dinner discussion with student leaders and organizations.  
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Qitong Cao & James Garth, FACES 2016-17 Co-Presidents

These experiences offer us a timely 
reflection, because the same diversity  

is increasingly characteristic of the 
multidimensional challenges facing   

U.S.- China relations today.
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MEET 
THE  

DELEGATES

Delegates make the conference.   
From twenty-four different universities, 
spanning a range of 8,000 miles, forty 
students came together to share their 
knowledge, passion, and experience.  
Having been selected from a pool of 
over 300 applicants, our delegates came 
for what they had done, and left 
inspired by what they could do.
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How did our Chinese and American delegates find common ground? 
We asked each applicant for an unexpected experience of finding common ground. Here’s what 
our Chinese (left) and American (right) delegates came up with.   
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Ban Wang is the Willam Haas 
Professor in Chinese studies and 
professor of comparative literature. 
He is also Yangtze River Chair 
Professor at the Simian Institute of 
Advanced Study of East China 
Normal University. 

MEET 
THE  

SPEAKERS
Jennifer Pan is Assistant Professor 
of Communication and Assistant 
Professor, by courtesy, of Political 
Science. Her research examines how 
authoritarian regimes perpetuate 
their rule through censorship, 
redistribution, and responsiveness. 

Peng Fang is the CEO of GCL New 
Energy, one of the leading polysilicon 
solar cell companies in China. A 
leader in the solar industry, he was an 
invited speaker at the White House’s 
2011 U.S.-China strategic energy 
dialogue. 

Jeffrey Ball is scholar-in-residence at 
Stanford University’s Steyer-Taylor 
Center for Energy Policy and Finance. 
Ball researches how China and the 
U.S., through playing to their 
economic strengths, can efficiently 
deploy clean-energy capital.

Don Ye is founder of Tsing Capital, a 
cleantech capital management firm in 
C h i n a , w h i c h h a s g i v e n h i m 
exceptional insights into investment in 
China, making him one of very few 
venture capitalists with domain 
expertise in fund management. 

Thomas Mullaney is Associate 
Professor of Chinese History at 
Stanford University. He recently 
completed the award-winning 
m a n u s c r i p t f o r Th e C h i n e s e 
Typewriter: A Global History.

Francis Fukuyama is Olivier 
Nomellini Senior Fellow at the 
Freeman Spogli Institute and Director 
of FSI's Center on Democracy, 
Development, and the Rule of Law. 
He has written widely on issues in 
international politics.
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When Politics Meets Literature 
 

Following the opening ceremony, Professor Ban 
Wang shared a talk that spanned a wide range of 
personal experiences and historical events to stress 
the important link between the literary and the 
political. One of the most enlightening examples he 
invoked during his session was the influence of 
Afro-American literature on Qing Era Chinese 
thinkers.  

Professor Wang’s own upbringing in post-
revolutionary China also seemed to be the 
foundation of his interest in art and geopolitics. 
Having grown up clandestinely listening to 
“counterrevolutionary” Voice of America 
broadcasts, Professor Wang framed himself and his  

Innovation & Rule of Law 
In a  talk  entitled,  “Open Justice  in  a 
Closed Society:  a  Paradox in China?,” 
Mei Gechlik, founder and director of 

“It had never occurred to me that the 
voices of African American struggle 
had made it across the Pacific, and 

found a receptive audience in the ears 
of Chinese intellectuals struggling 
against the Manchu ruling class.”

— An American Delegate 

OUR 
CONFERENCE 

EVENTS

Professor Ban Wang emphasized the importance of self awareness in determining what is “good.”

academic work as a product of the intermingling of 
literature and geopolitics.  

Near the end of his lecture, Professor Wang pointed 
out that scholars and students often take things at 
face value, and fall into the trap of uncritical 
fetishization. In response, Prof. Wang emphasized 
the importance of our own criteria in determining 
what is “good” and “bad”. Only by developing our 
own personal criteria can we effectively see 
through the mist created by our own fetishization 
and see things for what they are. 
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When Politics Meets Data 

Professor Jennifer Pan delivered a keynote address on Chinese media 
censorship, a phenomenon she called “the largest selective suppression of 
human expression in the history of the world.”  

Using data on a large scale, Pan drew upon a statistical survey of “fifty-
cent party” online posters (internet commenters, paid to write pro-
government messages on social media) to make several assertions about 
the nature of online censorship in China. First, censorship of political 
dissent occurs primarily as a means of stopping large-scale collective 
action, not as an effort to stifle all criticism of the government. Second, 
most online commentators are government employees who write pro-
government posts as part of their jobs, not as many assume, ordinary 
citizens recruited as propaganda agents by the government or party. 
Third, most posts by “fifty-cent party” members consist of non-
argumentative factual reporting or positive “cheerleading” (i.e. reporting 
on positive, “feel-good” stories), rather than insulting foreign countries or 
debating sensitive political topics.

Professor Jennifer Pan refuted common perceptions of Chinese 
censorship as a blanket effort to silence all political dissent, 
characterizing online criticism instead as a useful metric for 
identifying corrupt local officials and increasing public 
perceptions of government responsiveness. 

When Politics Meets the Environment 

Jeffrey Ball moderated a discussion between two 
leaders in Chinese clean-tech in Silicon Valley, 
Peng Fang and Don Ye. Mr. Fang and Mr. Ye 
offered detailed accounts of their histories in the 
rising field of clean-energy technology, and the 
increasingly fluid stream of capital and technology 
between China and Silicon Valley.  Jeffrey Ball took 
to the whiteboard, noting each delegates' concerns 

and questions about the future of this crucial 
relationship. Later, Ball directed the delegates' 
attention to the global trends and fundamental 
trends that point to the fact that the energy 
consumption and production trends in both China 
and the U.S. are deeply important to the swift re-
direction and modification that energy commodities 
and investments are taking, and that the U.S.-China 
relationship will be crucial to the acceleration of 
these trends and the future of global energy 

The panelists emphasized keeping a close eye on the progressions and continue to answer their most pressing concerns. 

.
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Parallel Forums 
 

The FACES Annual Conference is about building 
connections. In their Parallel Forums, delegates built 
interpersonal bonds through the shared challenge of 
connecting ideas. The conference had forums 
designed around four different themes: “Power and 
Revolution ,” “Identity and Alienation ,” 
“Violence and Stability,” “Tradition and 
Choice.” Each day of the conference, delegates met 
in small groups of 8-10 students to explore their 
theme. Doctoral students in the humanities served 
as a Moderators, guiding discussions and helping 
delegates develop a shared system of thinking. 

Conversation in the Parallel Forum crosses fluidly 
between the personal and academic. “The forum 
was a link that got us to open up on a deep 
intellectual level,” said one delegate, “and it really 
chal lenged some of the worldviews and 
assumptions that we previously held.” In the first 
forum session, American and Chinese delegates 
shared personal anecdotes and discussed how these 
stories related to the theme or shaped the way they 
thought about it. During each day of the conference, 
delegates met with their forum to build on the 
previous day’s discussion, working together to 
synthesize radically different ideas and perspectives. 

“It was great to see how people       
from different socioeconomic 

backgrounds can make an effort to 
build shared vocabularies.”

— A Parallel Forum Moderator 

When Politics Meets Language 

Professor Tom Mullaney spoke to delegates on 
his latest research examining the role of 
typesetting in shaping the trajectory of Chinese 
characters as we currently know them. When 
China entered the 20th century, iconoclasts such 
as Chen Duxiu and Lu Xun called for the 
abolishment of Chinese characters. The stroke-
filled script, however, continues to dominate the 
page and the screen. Why then do we continue 
to exalt the iconoclasts, instead of examining in 
greater detail the little-known individuals who 
led the technological innovations that facilitated 
the modernization of the Chinese language? 

Mullaney explained that rather than focusing on, 
as Chen and Lu did, on the binary question of 
whether to ke ep Ch inese charac te r s , 
technological innovators instead engaged with 
the issue of how characters would evolve in the 
modern era and how the information age would 
change and be changed by them. In short, there 
were to be characters, but how? According to 
Mullaney, pioneers in Chinese typesetting tried 
to provide an answer. In addition to confronting 
the herculean task of organizing more than a 
thousand characters into a feasible typesetting 
system, innovators in this nascent field faced the 
complication of doing so in an age when 
Classical Chinese was giving way to the 
vernacular. 

Before opening the floor to the delegates’ 
questions, Mullaney reiterated his point that in 
order for Chinese characters to have survived 
into the modern age, there must have been a 
revolution in the linguistic technologies, a fact 
we cannot take for granted. Mullaney closed the 
discussion by asking delegates to consider how 
the rise of popular mobile apps like WeChat 
continue to shape the development of the 
Chinese language, and what kind of revolution 
might be taking place again in the trajectory of 
the characters lifespan. 



FACES Conference Report  9

When Politics Meets History 

Professor Francis Fukuyama, author 
of The End of History, addressed the 
FACES Fall Conference delegates, 
discussing the “Bad Emperor Problem,” 
which concerns how lack of restraint 
on leaders can allow for fast and 
effective governance but can also lead 
to an equally quick societal downturn 
should power fall into unvirtuous or 
incompetent hands.  This is the root of 
the so-called Asian Values debate, and 
is important to consider when 
contemplating the Chinese style of 
governance. 

The speech spurred interesting discussions throughout the remainder of the conference as delegates debated over 
Fukuyama’s views. It set the tone of the conference as it forced delegates to reflect on the institutions that define 
both the U.S. and China, and consider how these fundamental institutions influence our international relations. 

Fukuyama’s speech left many delegates questioning their disparate assumptions about Chinese governance. 

By the Book 

Newspapers do more than informing their 
readers; they are reflections on the wider cultural 
context in which they are published, and 
powerful tools for shaping public understanding. 
To overcome the language barriers and access 
diverse perspectives, delegates collaborated to 
translate Chinese news into English to identify 
key differences between Chinese and American 
news. Delegates noted the cultural difference in 
the writing style. While Chinese state news uses a 
metaphor-laden language, American articles 
constantly refer to Western politics and culture 
(e.g. “First Amendment freedoms”). Moreover, 
both have used strong linguistic choices that 
served to both valorize and demonize the key 
figures of each news story. Some also highlighted 
a fundamental cultural divide in the purpose of 
print journalism. Delegates walked away 
reflecting on how media both represents and 
shapes culture, and how we should bridge 
countries through media. 

“In American media, there is an 
expectation of objectivity or 

counterbalance. In the Chinese media, 
you expect to be given an opinion.”

— A Chinese Delegate 

Delegates worked in groups to translate and compare Chinese and American news reports.
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Beyond the Conference 

Throughout FACES, students are engaged, stimulated, and challenged. But how can they use this newfound 
knowledge in the future? Beyond the Conference seeks to bridge the gap between the discussion that takes place 
during the conference and the future. FACES alumni come to present during small group breakout sessions to 
discuss how the conference impacted them and how it’s applicable to their lives today. This session leaves ample 
opportunity to ask more nuanced questions without the pressure to be overly formal. Beyond the Conference 
provides a more tangible feel to the all of the knowledge gained, with pertinent advice on how to truly make the 
most of the entire conference.

This year, we invited alumni with professional backgrounds ranging from venture capital to healthcare to technology research to theatre. Their presentations varied thematically                                                                     
from how the people from FACES changed their lives to how the content impacted their careers to how the conference overall has influenced their life decisions.

Crisis Simulation 
 

The crisis simulation blended geopolitical 
controversy with strategic decision making, as 
delegates representing China, the United States, and 
the Philippines reacted to “breaking news” that the 
Chinese Coast Guard had fatally shot eight Filipino 
fishermen in contested waters in the South China 
Sea . Mi l i tary, execut ive, and diplomatic 
representatives from each country convened 
meetings and issued press releases to navigate the 
fallout, all the while preparing for the ASEAN 
economic conference at the end of the simulation. 
Territorial tensions rose at times as the Philippines 
threatened to disinvite China from the ASEAN 
summit and the United States (opposed strongly by 
their Chinese counterparts) pledged military 
support to the Philippines. Delegates acted as diplomats responding to email inquiries from their designated “head of state.”

The Filipino team proposed a “ten-dash line” and a volunteer militia force. They also solicited American 
assistance in establishing anti-submarine warfare and surveillance programs. The U.S. team proposed a code of 
maritime/aerospace conduct to prevent future conflicts. The Chinese team called for regular informal meetings 
among the three countries’ defense ministers.
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The Collaborative Projects are a series of FACES initiatives for the annual conference 
delegates to innovate creative and impactful projects in the spirit of improving cross-
cultural understanding between the United States and China.  

During the Fall Conference, delegates were asked to form small teams in order to 
closely work with one another in tackling meaningful U.S.-China issues. Teams were 
presented with guidelines that emphasized feasibility of the collaborative project and 
implementation as well as innovation on top of existing social/economic/political 
infrastructures. Ideas flourished on the whiteboard during the brainstorming session, as 
delegates grew increasingly excited about the potential impacts of their proposals. In 
addition to teammates, delegates were encouraged to continually seek advice from 
FACES mentors and alums who may have specialty in an area or industry that is 
relevant to the project. One team’s project involved creating a program that would 
connect Chinese students to international education opportunities.  

Following the Fall Conference, teams will periodically update FACES with the progress 
of their respective projects, culminating in a final presentation at the Spring 
Conference. In light of the mission of FACES, teams are also encouraged to extend their 
projects beyond the conferences so that they may become truly impactful initiatives in 
the real world.

Collaborative Projects 
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Join our effort. Support now. 
FACES could use your help. This year, we provided support 
for delegates to fly from places across the globe.  If you’re 
interested in helping us pursue our mission of connecting 
students passionate about U.S.-China relations, contact us 
at contact_faces@stanford.edu. 
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Forum for American/Chinese Exchange at Stanford
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