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INTRODUCTION

We believe that the U.S.-China relationship is built by people. We believe that the differences that divide us – as 
people and as nations – with mistrust and misunderstanding, can be transformed through intellectual, academic, and 
interpersonal exchange; that we can inspire and empower a new generation to take these differences as a source of 
strength and creativity, and to take the building of the U.S.-China relationship as their lifelong endeavor.
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MISSION STATEMENT

The Forum for American/Chinese 
Exchange at Stanford (FACES) is an 
international organization based at 
Stanford University that is dedicated to 
bettering U.S.-China relations. It 
represents a global network of 850+ 
professionals, scholars, and leaders 
who are shaping their respective fields 
in the United States and China. 

Since 2001, our beliefs have motivated 
us to organize numerous events in the 
two countries – the core of which is 
our FACES Annual Summit. Every 

year, we rethink what our mission 
means under the ever-changing 
context of U.S.-China relations, and 
we seek to empower our delegates to 
exchange in the most meaningful way 
based on such new understandings. 
We meticulously design a program 
consisting of one Summit at Stanford 
and another at one of our chapters in 
China for forty promising delegates 
from around the world.  These 
Summits provide forums for delegates 
to exchange ideas and learn, both 
academically and personally.
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Dear FACES Community and Friends, 

Having advised FACES since it was established, it has been my pleasure to watch it grow in size and stature to become the 
preeminent student run group dedicated to bettering U.S.-China understanding. FACES, true to its mission, has forged 
lasting relationships amongst the next generation of U.S.-China leaders, who will come to shape global relations between 
the two countries – in areas varying from politics, to technology, and business. 

FACES was founded shortly after the Hainan Island spy plane incident in 2001. Since then, China has become increasingly 
important on the global stage. Rarely does a day go by without China-related stories in U.S. newspapers. Simultaneously, 
China’s relationship with the United States is being defined by new complexities. It is for this reason that the mission of 
FACES is so important, and has become ever more relevant. While we have made progress in the past ten plus years, both in 
increasing productive dialogue regarding U.S.-China relations and in facilitating the relationships that will define it, a key 
role remains for FACES. 

Like the U.S.-China relationship, FACES, as an organization, is evolving. It is impressive to see how the current FACES 
leaders have worked to create new and more effective ways to foster interaction between students from China and the 
United States, adopting new formats and technologies. Such efforts will allow FACES to remain a crucial bridge for 
understanding between future leaders of the United States and China. 

You should be proud of your accomplishments and continue the FACES tradition of aiming high and doing even more in 
the future.  

Sincerely, 

Jean C. Oi 

William Haas Professor in Chinese Politics, Stanford University 
Senior Fellow, Freeman Spogli Institute for International Studies 
Lee Shau Kee Director, Stanford Center at Peking University 
Founding Director, Stanford China Program 

LETTER FROM THE 
ADVISOR
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Eighteen years ago, the Forum for American/Chinese Exchange at Stanford (FACES) was founded to forge a new 
model of Track 3 diplomacy. At a time when person-to-person exchanges between China and the United States were virtually 
non-existent, FACES built a conference where students and young professionals from both nations could stand on common 
ground: where they could meet as people, and leave as friends.  

Nearly two decades later, events testify daily to the enduring and growing importance of the FACES mission. This past year 
was marked by unprecedented tensions and changes on the world stage, with the U.S.-China relationship at the center of many 
of them. From escalating trade tensions to heated disputes in the South China Sea, mistrust and misunderstanding between the 
two powers is reaching a crescendo — with consequences at best unpleasant, and at worst perilous. An inability or refusal to 
understand the aspirations, fears, and thinking of each nation has real consequences for real people. It is not an abstract game.  

Yet with great challenges come great opportunities. As co-presidents of FACES, we hope to honor our organization’s mission 
statement by encouraging people —  delegates, professors, classmates, and community members — to play an active role in 
understanding and uniting Chinese and American perspectives. Our agenda emphasizes face-to-face engagement as a key 
strategy for building bilateral understanding, because we believe that this relationship rests, at its core, on connections 
between people. In both the United States and China, FACES programs continue to facilitate exchanges between young 
leaders of a depth and intimacy that are rarely if ever matched. By doing so, we hope to ultimately elevate the quantity and 
quality of dialogue around diverse issues impacting both China and the U.S.  

The FACES Annual Summit, our flagship event, brings forty young leaders together for two conferences, one in the fall at 
Stanford and the other in spring in Beijing, to engage in two weeks of vibrant intellectual, academic, and interpersonal 
exchange. Despite extraordinary growth since 2001 in the number of individuals traveling and studying abroad in each nation, 
platforms like ours remain rare. It is due to the generous support of our institutional sponsors, donors, and global alumni 
network that our student-led organization continues to, each year, promote strong international ties through transparent and 
well-informed exchange. We are deeply grateful for this ongoing support of our organization’s mission, and look forward to 
deepening relationships with stakeholders, partners, and like-minded organizations throughout the remainder of our tenure.  

Above all, we are grateful to our delegates and team  — who, despite formidable challenges on the horizon, trust and remain 
confident that, in the end, 不打不相识 — from discord comes concord.  

With deep thanks, warmly yours, 

Celia Xinuo Chen   Nikhil Shankar 

Co-Presidents, Forum for American/Chinese Exchange at Stanford 

LETTER FROM THE 
PRESIDENTS
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MEET THE DELEGATES

Top Places of Origin 

China 
United States 

Singapore 
Pakistan 
Namibia

Delegates make the Summit. From twenty-seven different universities, spanning a 
range of 8000 miles, thirty-nine students came together to share their knowledge, 
passion, and experience. Having been selected from a pool of over 200 applicants, 
our delegates came for what they had done, and left inspired by what they could do.

Top Universities of Origin 

Peking University 
Stanford University 
Tsinghua University 
Renmin University 
Georgetown University 
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MEET THE SPEAKERS

DR. ORVILLE H. SCHELL is the Arthur Ross Director of the Center on U.S.-China Relations at the Asia 
Society. Schell previously served as Dean of the Graduate School of Journalism at the University of California, 
Berkeley, where he is currently Professor Emeritus. Professor Schell is also a fellow at the Weatherhead East Asia 
Institute at Columbia University. As a longtime journalist with a focus on contemporary Chinese society, Professor 
Schell co-founded the Pacific News Service and has served as a correspondent for the New Yorker, the Atlantic 
Monthly, and the New Republic. Professor Schell’s most recent book on China, Wealth and Power: China’s Long 
March to the Twenty-First Century, was published by Random House in 2013. He has also worked as a co-
producer for NBC Nightly News  and CBS’s 60 Minutes. In 1992, Professor Schell won an Emmy Award for 
producing the 60 Minutes documentary Made in China. He received an Ph.D (ABD) in Chinese studies from the 
University of California, Berkeley in 1967.

HANS TUNG  is a managing partner at GGV Capital, a venture capital firm focused on multi-stage investments 
in China and the United States. He focuses on consumer internet, e-commerce, and IoT investments in the U.S. 
and China, and he has been included six times in the Forbes Midas List ranking of the world’s top venture 
capitalists, ranking at No. 20 in 2018. One of the first Silicon Valley venture capitalists to move to China full-time, 
Tung is a board member for numerous Chinese and American entertainment and commercial technology firms. He 
hosts the popular 996 Podcast, an English-language podcast on tech and entrepreneurship issues in China. Tung 
received a B.S. in Management Science and Engineering from Stanford University in 1993.

MATTHEW SHEEHAN is a fellow at the Paulson Institute’s MacroPolo think tank, where he conducts 
research on China’s interactions with the Silicon Valley technology industry. Sheehan has previously served as a 
China correspondent for the Huffington Post and the World Post, as well as a freelance journalist and translator 
covering China-related stories for publications including the Atlantic and Tea Leaf Nation. He is the author of 
Chinafornia: Working with Chinese Investors, Immigrants, and Ideas on U.S. Soil and the founder of Chinafornia 
Enterprises, a business consulting firm dedicated to promoting relationships between Chinese and California-
based firms. Sheehan received a B.A. in Political Science from Stanford University in 2010.

DR. YUKON HUANG is a senior fellow with the Asia Program at the Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace. From 1997 to 2004, he served as country director for China at the World Bank, where he also served as 
country director for Russia and other former Soviet republics from 1992 to 1997. Dr. Huang conducts research 
on China’s economy and its regional and global impact, and he is an adviser to the World Bank, Asian 
Development Bank, Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, and various governments and corporations. His articles 
have appeared in publications such as the Financial Times, the Wall Street Journal, Bloomberg, Foreign Affairs, 
the National Interest, and Caixin. Dr. Huang’s most recent book, Cracking the China Conundrum: Why 
Conventional Economic Wisdom Is Wrong, was published by Oxford University Press in 2017. He received a 
Ph.D. in Economics from Princeton University in 1971.
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MEET THE SPEAKERS

DAVID VANCE WAGNER directs development for Energy Foundation China, and serves on Energy 
Foundation China’s management team for overall strategy and international engagement. Wagner has worked on 
U.S.-China energy and environmental cooperation for over a decade. Before joining the Energy Foundation staff, 
he served as the China Counsellor in the Office of the Special Envoy for Climate Change at the U.S. Department of 
State, where he led U.S.-China dialogue and collaboration on climate change and clean energy. Prior to joining the 
State Department, Wagner co-led the China program at the International Council on Clean Transportation and 
served as the first and only foreigner at China’s national vehicle emission policy research center under the Ministry 
of Environmental Protection. Wagner earned a B.S. in Mechanical Engineering from Stanford University and a 
Master’s degree in Environmental Science and Engineering from Tsinghua University in Beijing.

DR. BARRY J. NAUGHTON is the So Kwanlok Chair of Chinese International Affairs at the School of Global 
Policy and Strategy at the University of California, San Diego. A recognized expert on the Chinese economy, 
Professor Naughton’s work spans market transition, industry and technology, foreign trade, and political 
economy, with a recent focus on regional economic growth. Professor Naughton has additionally addressed 
economic reform in Chinese cities, trade and trade disputes between China and the United States and economic 
interactions among China, Taiwan and Hong Kong. His first book, Growing Out of the Plan, won the Masayoshi 
Ohira Memorial Prize in 1996, and a new edition of his popular textbook, The Chinese Economy: Adaptation and 
Growth, appeared in 2018.  Professor Naughton received his Ph.D. in Economics from Yale University in 1986.

ALEX STAMOS is a cybersecurity expert, business leader and entrepreneur working to improve the security 
and safety of the Internet through his teaching and research at Stanford University. Stamos is an Adjunct Professor 
at Stanford’s Freeman Spogli Institute for International Studies, a William J. Perry Fellow at the Center for 
International Security and Cooperation, and a visiting scholar at the Hoover Institution. As Chief Security Officer 
at Facebook and Yahoo and a co-founder of iSEC Partners, Stamos has investigated and responded to some of the 
most seminal events in the short history of cybersecurity. He is working on election security via the Defending 
Digital Democracy Project and advising NATO’s Cybersecurity Center of Excellence. He has spoken on six 
continents, testified in Congress, served as an expert witness for the wrongly accused, earned a B.S. in Electrical 
Engineering from  the University of California, Berkeley and holds five patents.
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Dr. ORVILLE H. SCHELL, Arthur Ross Director of the 
Center on U.S.-China Relations at the Asia and former 
Dean and Professor of the Graduate School of Journalism 
at the University of California, Berkeley, spoke to delegates 
about his personal and professional experiences with the 
U.S.-China relationship as a veteran journalist with a focus 
on contemporary Chinese society. During his talk, Dr. 
Schell reminisced of times of benevolent relations between 
the U.S. and China during the early post-1978 reform era, 
and a greater willingness to collaborate on issues of trade 
and development. He contrasted attempts made on both 
the American and Chinese sides in previous periods to the 
comparatively hostile current state of affairs. 

Dr. Schell holds the opinion that China today is alienating 
potential potential East and Southeast Asian allies by 
expanding its military capabilities at a torrid pace and 
exercising a “muscular nationalism.” He states that China 
has its own idea of the current world order that does not 
conform with the current U.S.-led world order, particularly 
given China’s variable positions on sovereignty. This is 
illustrated by President Xi’s recent position on Taiwan, the 
South China Sea dispute, and others. Dr. Schell explains 
that the recent uptick in hostile relations between the two 
nations is largely due to the failure of the Obama and Xi 
administrations to assign a foreign affairs officer with the 
sole purpose of improving U.S.-China relations in trade, 
security, and intergovernmental organizations. 

A BETTER TOMORROW

Today, in the trade sphere, the United States claims China 
is playing “unfairly.” However, Dr. Schell considers it 
unfortunate that in the wake of China’s rise, and the 
innumerable politico-economic opportunities that it 
brings, there are hostile relations between the two nations. 
Dr. Schell hopes that despite our different political 
priorities, our governments ultimate realize the potential 
profitability and stability of a better relationship between 
the two hegemons. He argues that China and America’s 
greatest potential to collaborate may lie in mitigating 
climate change, an issue of the commons. Combating this 
critical global issue requires international collaboration 
and will not be solved without collaborative (or 
competitive) efforts made by the United States and China.  

Professor Orville H. Schell speaks to delegates about the origins of current U.S.-China tensions.
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THE CHINAFORNIA CONNECTION

Professor Yukon Huang holds an informal conversation with delegates prior to his address.

Addressing the salient topic of U.S.-China economic 
tensions, Dr. YUKON HUANG’s keynote address 
focused on several points from his most recent work, 
Cracking the China Conundrum: Why Conventional 
Economic Wisdom is Wrong, published by Oxford 
University Press in 2017.  

Using examples from migration policy, debt analysis, and 
trade, Dr. Huang illustrated how China’s unique socio-
political structure can mislead conventional economic 
judgement. He then examined why Western policymakers 
have misunderstood the nature of China’s economy for so 
long, and connected these fundamentally incorrect beliefs, 
as well as ideological tensions stemming from core 
economic differences and the public’s preference for bold 
if misguided action to correct perceived economic 
injustice, to the origins of the current trade conflict.  

Dr. Huang, former World Bank country director for China 
and principal advisor for the Chinese Government-World 
Bank joint report “China 2030,” advocated a nuanced and 
holistic study of Chinese development and offered 
numerous examples of how new methods and perspectives 
can contribute to academic understanding of the Chinese 
economy. His insight provided a thoughtful and refreshing 
perspective on Chinese development, and its implications 
for the future of the U.S.-China relationship.  

Delegates listen as Professor Christopher P. Twomey discusses China’s”grand strategy.”

FACING CONVENTIONAL WISDOM

In a freewheeling panel discussion open to Stanford 
students and members of the public, two Stanford alumni 
brought complementary perspectives to the complex 
interactions between China and Silicon Valley’s vibrant 
and competing technology sectors: HANS TUNG, 
managing partner at GGV Capital and six-time inductee on 
the Forbes Midas list, and MATTHEW SHEEHAN, a 
fellow at the Paulson Institute’s MacroPolo think tank and 
former China correspondent for the Huffington Post.  

Sheehan presented on the evolution of China’s technology 
landscape. In stages, China grew from a nation with only a 
handful of visionaries deriving product inspiration from the 
U.S. market to a country with strikingly innovative 
products and an entrepreneurial scene U.S. companies 
learn from. Sheehan noted that a significant part of this rise 
came from the constant, if not growing, emphasis and 
ability of Chinese entrepreneurs and investors to learn 
from the U.S., while America did not reciprocate. 

Tung shared his personal experience on China and cross-
border investment, intertwining humorous stories with 
insights on the Chinese market. He remarked on how the 
fierce competition, different working culture and ethics, 
vast capital flow, and a relentless philosophy focusing on 
endless possibilities allowed China to evolve and innovate 
much more rapidly, and demonstrated the importance of a 
fluid and localized business model in the current context of 
globalization. Tung further shared how the China model is 
shaping other developing economies — demonstrating its 
increasingly significant role in the global innovation arena. 
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HEATING UP CLIMATE PARTNERSHIPS

David Vance Wagner shares a lighter moment with delegates during his address on climate change.

Wagner’s talk not only shed light 
on the changing global energy 
infrastructure, but also on the 

power of sector-specific academic 
and business cooperation for 

warming bilateral relations.

Academic research institutions and multinational corporations in both the United States and China specializing in research 
on electric vehicles, energy technology, and environmental bio-sciences are spearheading a global transition to renewables, 
and perhaps, through these efforts, a new era in cross-country collaboration. Wagner’s talk not only shed light on the 
changing global energy infrastructure, but also on the power of sector-specific academic and business cooperation for 
warming bilateral relations. 

In his address to FACES delegates, Professor BARRY J. NAUGHTON, So Kwanlok Chair of Chinese International Affairs 
at the School of Global Policy and Strategy at the University of California, San Diego, presented a thorough overview of 
China’s government-steered market economy. Describing China’s “State-Guided Market” as a new and unprecedented 
economic model, Professor Naughton argues the Chinese model differs from the historic Soviet model and mixed market 
economy. Breaking down the Chinese market model into three “baskets of initiative” encompassing continued massive 
infrastructure construction, environmental remediation, and techno-industrial policies, he described how each ambition 
was being met — through the new Belt and Road Initiative, large scale environmental investments, and substantial infant 
industry support focused on emerging or future industries. While highlighting the growing and powerful market model, 
Professor Naughton warns of potential international conflict risks of attempting domination in high-tech production and 
research, that China may be moving forward too quickly, and that the government-steered approach may undermine the 
private sector. He warns China to “take its foot off the gas pedal,” recommit to an open industrial policy, strengthen its 
integration into global production networks, find allies and trusted collaborators, and deflect the budding trade war.

A GOVERNMENT-STEERED MARKET ECONOMY

DAVID VANCE WAGNER, Vice President of 
Strategic Partnerships for Energy Foundation China 
and former China Counsellor in the Office of the 
Special Envoy for Climate Change at the U.S. 
Department of State, shared his thoughts on current 
collaborative projects on climate change mitigation and 
research and development between the United States 
and China. Given his extensive experience in U.S.-
China energy and environmental cooperation, Wagner 
explained how sector-specific collaboration has broad, 
long-term implications for the U.S.-China relationship. 

In order to mitigate climate change, the world's two 
largest polluters must take synchronized steps towards 
a zero-carbon future. Specifically, both nations must 
implement stringent domestic environmental policy, 
such as cap and trade programs and stricter emissions 
standards, to work towards the 2°C goal set by the 
Paris Agreement under the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change. Wagner explained 
that although the United States government may not 
currently focused on implementing environmental 
policy critical to reducing emissions by 2050, the 
American private sector is still investing heavily in 
renewable energy technology and research and 
development processes critical to their success. 
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Former Facebook Chief Security Officer Alex Stamos discusses global cyber capabilities with delegates. 

CHALLENGES IN CYBERSECURITY

Former Facebook Chief Security Officer ALEX 
STAMOS has been known by many names in Silicon 
Valley. Recently, a new sobriquet, the “Forrest Gump of 
Election Security,” has stuck. Speaking to FACES 
delegates on the final day of the Summit, Stamos 
provided his frank views on all aspects of the tangled 
nexus between Silicon Valley, China, and cybersecurity.  

Stamos began his address with a quote from Dr. Joseph 
S. Nye’s book, The Future of Power. “Cyberpower can 
be used to produce preferred outcomes within 
cyberspace, or it can use cyber instruments to produce 
preferred outcomes in other domains outside of 
cyberspace.” Stamos felt this quote summarized how the 
Chinese leadership view their use of cyberspace — as yet 
another domain that can provide a long-term benefit to 
China and help it achieve the overall competitive goals of 
the Chinese nation. This is in stark contrast to the views 
of American officials, who by and large see cyberspace 
more narrowly as a domain to facilitate intelligence 
collection and hybrid warfare. 

Stamos touched upon various nations and their cyber-
related goals, categorizing countries into four groups: 
Superpowers, Rapid Risers, The Peloton, and Ambitious 
Buyers. Superpowers are nations that possess large, 
well-funded, professional organizations focused on 
cyberspace. Such countries include the United States 
and its Five Eyes allies, China, and Russia. 

Stamos summarized how the 
Chinese leadership view their 
use of cyberspace — as 
another domain that can 
provide a long-term benefit to 
China and help it achieve the 
overall competitive goals of the 
Chinese nation.

Rapid Risers consist of nations that are rapidly improving cyber capabilities through investment and foreign help as an 
asymmetrical means of leveling the playing field. Examples of Rapid Risers include Iran, North Korea, South Korea, and 
Vietnam. Countries fitting the Peloton category view cyber capabilities as a component of national power and are highly 
skilled, although not large or well-funded. With the right investment, these nations can break out. Countries in the Peloton 
include India, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, and Brazil. Lastly, Ambitious Buyers often use cyber power domestically but possess 
limited in-house development, and include nations such as Mexico, Ethiopia, and the United Arab Emirates. 

At the end of his keynote, Stamos discussed the different levels of nation-state control the United States, China, and other 
nations have over their cyberspace capabilities. Countries such as the United States, United Kingdom, and Israel focus on 
offensive operations under direct control from national leaders with legal guidelines. Nations such as China and Turkey, on 
the other hand, allow for a mixture of first and third party operations, with independent groups allowed to operate but 
tightly controlled. Speaking on the often complex relationship between China and Silicon Valley, Stamos reiterated that for 
the Valley, China is becoming a moral blindspot where techno-libertarian beliefs held by many can be thrown to the wayside 
to curry market entry from Chinese officials. 
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BY THE BOOK: CRACKING LANGUAGE BARRIERS 

Newspapers do more than inform their readers; they are reflections on the wider cultural context in which they are 
published, and powerful tools for shaping public understanding. To overcome language barriers and access diverse 
perspectives, delegates collaborated to translate Chinese news into English to identify key differences between Chinese and 
American news. Delegates noted cultural differences in the writing style. While Chinese state news uses a metaphor-laden 
language, American articles constantly refer to Western politics and culture (e.g. “First Amendment freedoms”). Moreover, 
both have used strong linguistic choices that served to both valorize and demonize the key figures of each news story. Some 
also highlighted a fundamental cultural divide in the purpose of print journalism. Delegates walked away reflecting on how 
media both represents and shapes culture, and how we should bridge countries through media.

Delegates engage in light-hearted interpersonal exchange at Community Mixer. 

MIXING IN THE HOT SEAT

As central to the Annual Summit’s intellectual 
mission is its interpersonal one. To help 
cultivate authentic, personal connection, 
FACES delegates gathered at the Graduate 
Community Center’s Havana Room for the 
Summit's Community Mixer. Coming off a long 
day of engagement with guest speakers and 
immersive discussions with group moderators 
and each other, delegates started off with a fun 
warm-up game called “Zip Zap Zop” to stretch 
their muscles and unleash energy before 
engaging in intense group bonding activities. 

FACES Executive Member YULOU ZHOU led the first group bonding activity called “Crossing the Line” In this exercise, 
general statements were pitched to the delegates, such as “I am a patriot and I love my country.” If a delegate identified or 
agreed with the statement, they crossed to one side of the room. If they did not agree, they walked to the other side. This 
activity encouraged people to reflect on the complexity of their own opinions, as they were forced to make a simple yes/no 
decision on highly nuanced questions. Delegates also observed patterns in terms of where most members were located 
across the room. Following each crossing, delegates then discussed the subtleties of these questions and elaborated on the 
complex intellectual and personal reasons that led them to, when forced by the activity, choose one side over the other. 

After debriefing “Crossing the Line,” Zhou led a structured “Hot Seat” 
activity, during which the delegates formed two lines facing one another. 
Zhou then proceeded to pose questions of political and personal identity to 
the group. For each question Zhou posed, the two delegates facing each 
other in the line spent one to two minutes discussing the question. The line 
would then shift and each person would be then talk with a new partner. 
Aiming move past small talk and give each delegate an introduction to each 
other’s personal perspectives and ideas on major issues, feedback from 
delegates indicated this activity was successful in doing so. The remainder 
of the Community Mixer was dedicated to giving delegates time to expand 
on the conversations sparked during these activities and continue kindling 
robust interpersonal exchange between the diverse community of students. 

Crossing the Line led me 
to think about some issues 
that I never thought about, 

and delegates gave 
remarkably honest 

answers.

 — Yuetong Wang, delegate
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PARALLEL FORUMS: AN INTIMATE SPACE 
FOR TOUGH QUESTIONS

Building connections is the primary objective of the 
Annual Summit. In Parallel Forums, delegates built 
interpersonal bonds through the shared challenge of 
connecting ideas. The Summit featured forums 
designed around four different themes: “Identity and 
Antagonization,” “Imagining an Optimal Society: 
Values and Designs,” “Education and Society,” 
“Media, Soft Power, and National Identity.” In three 
consecutive days, delegates met in small groups of 
nine to ten to explore their theme. To build close-
knit intellectual and interpersonal community within 
the larger Summit, delegates continued with the same 
Parallel Forum group throughout the duration of the 
Summit. Graduate students in international relations 
and the humanities served as moderators, guiding 
discussions and helping delegates develop a shared 
system of thinking and create a cooperative 
framework of thought. In the first forum session, 
American and Chinese delegates shared personal 
anecdotes and discussed how these stories related to 
the theme or shaped the way they thought about it. In 
the second and third forum sessions, the delegates 
met with their forum to build on the previous day’s 
discussion, collaborating to look for the common 
threads that connect the various topics brought up by 
the speakers and tie these ideas and perspectives 
together. 

My favorite part of the Summit so far 
has definitely been the moments I get 
to spend with fellow delegates one-on-
one, and talk about very personal and 
deep topics. I’ve been surprised by how 
open people are despite the fact that 
we just met.

 — Qingjie Zeng, delegate
  

A delegate exchanges ideas on“Media, Soft Power, and National Identity” in Parallel Forum.

ON THE SUMMIT IN THE WORDS OF DELEGATES

“A great lineup of speakers who were willing to 
engage in dialogue on an individual level.”

“I enjoyed the Crisis Simulation quite a bit, as it put 
delegates in a real-world situation to make tough 

decisions.

“High-caliber fellow delegates who come from 
diverse backgrounds and share the interest in 

building US-China relations.”

“I would recommend applicants replicate the 
same passion and genuine interest in others 

that delegates held at the Summit.”

97% of delegates strongly 
recommend the FACES Annual 

Summit to other students
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I’ve been surprised by the assumptions 
I went in with about what people would 
think and say. Over the last few days, 
most of those have been blown away in 
a good way.

 — Emily Weinstein, delegate

Delegates discuss as they search for solutions to trade conflicts in the Crisis Simulation.

CRISIS SIMULATION: DE-ESCALATING TENSION THROUGH DIALOGUE

The Crisis Simulation integrated strategic decision 
making with real-world contexts, as delegates 
representing China and the United States reacted 
to an unexpected escalation in the ongoing trade 
war between the United States and China. Over the 
course of the next three and a half hours, 
d i p l o m a t i c , e x e c u t i v e , a n d e c o n o m i c 
representatives from China and the U.S. convened 
separately to navigate the crisis, developing 
strategies to maintain bilateral and international 
prosperity while safeguarding the interests of 
each’s nation and people. Tensions rose as 
breaking news updates and tweets from Chinese 
and U.S. media flooded a crisis simulation group 
chat on WeChat. Foreign ministers and economic 
officials from the two sides scheduled meetings, 
hoping to alleviate tensions and agree upon a 
collaborative course of action. In the end, China 
and the United States negotiated matched tariff 
reductions by proportion, with tariffs on key items 
such as soybeans and steel lowered in accordance 
with each country’s nat ional interests. 
Additionally, both sides agreed to allow for 
selected technology exchanges between the two 
nations and opened channels of communication on 
climate cooperation.
  

BEYOND THE SUMMIT: CONNECTING WITH ALUMNI

The Annual Summit brings delegates together around the things they share: 
visions, values, and the energy to pursue a better future for the Pacific region. 
But what happens to those visions and values when our delegates leave the 
conference? How can the delegates apply their energy after graduating?  

The “Beyond the Summit” session provided delegates with a chance to speak 
with alumni role models who share their values, but who have put those values 
to work in their lives and careers. The alumni panel and dinner gave delegates a 
unique chance to interact directly with individuals who took their passion for 
nurturing the U.S.-China relationship into work in academia, technological 
industries, journalism, entrepreneurship, consulting, and the nonprofit sector. 
Through short presentations and time for one-on-one conversations, delegates 
connected with top alumni leaders in their prospective fields and learned what it 
really means to build a career around an international partnership.

Delegates look forward to a life as alumni after a fruitful summit.
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The COLLABORATIVE PROJECTS are a series of FACES initiatives for Summit 
delegates to innovate creative and impactful projects in the spirit of improving cross-
cultural understanding between the United States and China.  

During the Fall Summit, delegates were asked to form small teams in order to closely 
work with one another in tackling meaningful U.S.-China issues. Teams were 
presented with guidelines that emphasized feasibility of the collaborative project and 
implementation as well as innovation on top of existing social/economic/political 
infrastructures. Exercises in diplomacy, teamwork, and cross-cultural understanding, 
collaborative projects enable delegates to connect on issues of shared importance and 
take meaningful steps towards addressing them. Ideas flourished on the whiteboard 
during the brainstorming session, as delegates grew increasingly excited about the 
potential impacts of their proposals. In addition to teammates, delegates were 
encouraged to continually seek advice from FACES mentors and alums who may have 
specialty in an area or industry that is relevant to the project. 

Following the Fall Summit, teams will periodically update FACES with the progress 
of their respective projects, culminating in a final presentation at the Spring Summit. 
In light of the mission of FACES, teams are also encouraged to extend their projects 
beyond the Summits so that they may become impactful initiatives in the real world. 

COLLABORATIVE PROJECTS
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Join our effort.
Become a supporter today.
FACES could use your help. In this globalized era, communication and understanding 
between nations can make the difference between worldwide prosperity and calamity. It is 
critical that we equip the next generation of world leaders to take differences as a source of 
strength and address shared challenges through intellectual and interpersonal exchange.  

FACES relies on the support of institutional sponsors, private donors, and a robust alumni 
network to sustain our programs. Our initiatives, led by students and guided by Stanford 
faculty, educate and connect hundreds of young leaders each year on Stanford’s campus and 
across the globe. With your help, we can continue building on our eighteen years of 
transforming U.S.-China relations, one student at a time. If you’re interested in helping build 
the future of the China-U.S. relationship, contact us at contribute.faces@gmail.com. 
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“This organization is playing an 
important role in promoting mutual 

understanding between the two 
countries’ youth.”

— Condoleezza Rice, Former United States Secretary of State
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